Background: All patients in acute hospitals are at potential risk of pressure ulcers. There are multiple risk factors for developing pressure ulcers, including increasing age, inappropriate seating and lack of pressure relieving devices. It is recommended that when addressing pressure relief that a 24 hour approach is taken; looking at all support surfaces. This audit examined the risk profile of patients in a large Irish hospital and whether support surfaces provided matched their risk profile as identified by the Waterlow instrument.
